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How to make your outdoor
learning, educational visits and
school trips more affordable

NAHT and Association of Heads of Outdoor Education
Centres (AHOEC) member [eR=X 2 NIHWY shares her top tips.

Stay focused on the true value ‘ £
of the learning experience.

When planning, focus on your
educational aims and learning outcomes.
By doing this, you'll maximise the
educational value of the school’s
resources, staff members’ time and
parents’ money.

Speak to your provider. Ask if

they have a lower tariff at certain

times of the year. Find out about
any costs associated with number
thresholds, which may affect your course
fees, and ask to see if a slight change
may bring down the per-head cost. A
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. Transport is a significant
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expense, so try booking more
affordable times to travel (such as tying

Learn the ropes. Do you have any
untapped resources among your

into coach companies’ school runs), staff willing to upskill? You'll not \v4
+ developing relationships with the only grow and develop your team but also
providers to secure better deals or avoid buying in someone to lead the
Give notice and plan capitalising on repeat and regular activities and experiences. There are ",
sympathetically. Allow parents guaranteed custom. supportive networks easily accessible online,
to budget with as much notice free resource websites and social media
as possible and pay in ways that work Get to know and use your sites. See some below to get you started.
for them. Avoid asking for payments school’s site and local area. °
approaching Christmas and the new year. Teachers don’t often live near . )
) ) ) ; The Outdoor Education Advisers’
The first part of the autumn term is a their schools, so they might not be . .
i " } | hink } } } ) Panel (OEAP) provides guidance,
great time for g residential, but t m‘ familiar with the biodiversity and activities, training and support for
ahead so that it's a manageable period history of the area. A walk around outdoor learning and educational visits. \
for payment. the site is a good start. For example, Visit: www.oeapng.info o/
h , ! stlaTEfed feaching in a s;hool with a The Council for Learning Outside the
Understand w o yqu re real-life Roman road as |t§ boundary Classroom (CLOtC) provides support on the
targeting. s it possible to offer - easy to miss but a readily accessible ground, facilitates the sharing of best practices
parallel experiences at different archaeological site. Also, find out and promotes the benefits of learning outside
price points so that there’'s something about the living resources you have the classroom. Visit: www.lotc.org.uk LI_I_
5 T
affordable for everyone? For exam‘p‘lek, locally (eg groups and Fndmduals that The Institute for Outdoor Learning
offer both local day adventure activities can help bring the curriculum to life) - provides access to the latest outdoor news,
at lower costs and a more expensive they may even be parents already el research, current initiatives and professional

residential adventure visit at the same time.  within your school community development. Visit: www.outdoor-learning.org
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